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1. A completed and signed application.*

2. A current operating plan.**

3. A marked-up map showing all areas proposed for guiding and outfitting operations. Include base
and spike camp locations, locations of locked gates, trails and roads used, and outline owned or leased
private lands.**

4. A copy of all outfitters licenses and/or registrations required by the Colorado Division of Parks and
Outdoor Recreation (State Parks Board) and/or the Office of Outfitter Registration (Department of
Regulatory Agencies) and/or a Colorado State Child Care License if you work with minors.***

5. A valid insurance policy identifying the U.S. Government as additionally insured.
(See page 10 for minimum acceptable liability insurance coverage.)

6. Use Fee Payments calculated according to estimated use included in your application.
Commercial Use Fee Payments are calculated at 3% of total projected client charges or a $90 annual
minimum, whichever is greater.

Competitive Use Fee Payments are calculated at $4.00 per user day or 3% of gross receipts,
whichever is greater.
Individual or Group Fee Payments are calculated at $4.00 per user day.

7. A copy of your current brochure and price list.***

8. A copy of your blank client contract/waivers.

9. A signed copy of the standard stipulations, page 14-23 and page 24-25 for competitive & OHV events.

Note: * Not required for multi-year permittee having a permit that is still valid.

** Multi-year permittee need only submit if the use areas or operation for the current year
differ from the map or operating plan which you included with your original permit application.

*** Only required for commercial permittee.

ITEMS THAT ARE GENERALLY REQUIRED WITH YOUR APPLICATION
(Please check with local Field Office where you’re applying for specific requirements)

At their discretion, Field Managers may also require that you submit additional information to
supplement the above.

USE AUTHORIZATION GRANTED BY SPECIAL RECREATION PERMITS (SRPs)

These permits authorize recreation use of specific public lands areas administered by BLM. They convey
no use privileges on other lands (e.g., private, state, USDA Forest Service, etc.). Public roads and other
public lands provide the only legal access to lands for which use is authorized by permit unless the
permittee has obtained prior permission from other landowners.





6

WHERE TO APPLY
BLM FIELD OFFICES IN COLORADO

www.blm.gov/co

Canyon of the Ancients National Monument
27501 Hwy 184
Dolores, CO 81323
(970) 882-4811
Note: No new commercial permits issued at this time.

Columbine Field Office
110 W. 11th

Durango, CO 81301
(970) 884-1400 or (970) 375-3310

Glenwood Springs Field Office
50629 Highways 6 & 24
Glenwood Springs, CO 81601
(970) 947-2800
Note: Contact for New SRP Policy

Grand Junction Field Office
2815 H Road
Grand Junction, CO 81506
(970) 244-3000
Note: Contact for New SRP Policy

Gunnison Field Office
216 North Colorado
Gunnison, CO 81230
(970) 641-0471

Gunnison Gorge National Conservation Area
2505 S. Townsend Ave.
Montrose, CO 81401
(970) 240-5300
Note: No new commercial permits issued at this time.

Kremmling Field Office
2103 E. Park Ave.
P.O. Box 68
Kremmling, CO 80459-0068
(970) 724-3000
Note: Contact for New SRP Policy

Little Snake Field Office
455 Emerson
Craig, CO 81625
(970) 826-5000

Mancos/Dolores Field Office
100 N. 6th St.
P.O. Box 210
Dolores, CO 81323
(970) 882-7296

McInnis Canyons National Conservation Area
2815 H Road

Grand Junction, CO 81506
(970) 244-3000
Note: Contact for New SRP Policy

Royal Gorge Field Office
3170 East Main
Canon City, CO 81212
(719) 269-8500
Note: SRP applications are accepted once a year on
December 1.

San Juan Public Land Center
15 Burnett Ct.
Durango, CO 81301
(970) 247-4874

San Luis Valley Public Land Center
1803 W. Highway 160
Monte Vista, CO 81144
(719) 852-5941

Uncompahgre Field Office
2505 South Townsend
Montrose, CO 81401
(970) 240-5300

White River Field Office
73455 Highway 64
Meeker, CO 81641
(970) 878-3800
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CHAPTER II: Permits

PERMIT DURATION
Commercial outfitters may receive a 10-year
permit, at the discretion of the BLM Field
Manager after two acceptable seasons. Multi-
year permits must be accompanied by an Annual
Operating Authorization in order to be valid.
Criteria used to determine appropriate permit
length include management objectives, resource
management planning time frames,
environmental risks involved, public need for
the intended use, and a permittee’s past or
current performance rating. BLM does not use
or recognize the term “priority use.”

APPLICATION FEES

Application fees are:
$100 for new Applications
$50 for Renewals

$100 for Transfers.

COMMERCIAL FEES

The minimum annual fee is $90 or 3% of the
permittee’s gross revenue (allowing certain
deductions for lodging and transportation),
whichever is greater. (See definition for
commercial use on page 2). Gross receipts
include total income which has been generated
from the permitted activity before deducting
costs such as insurance, prizes, other permit or
license fees, etc. Gross receipts also include
total supplemental money collected through
sponsor contributions, other donations, the sale
of clothing, insignia, specialized equipment, or
food and beverage when sold incidental to the
permitted activity.

Annual permit applicants are to make pre-season
payments equal to their estimated total client
charges for the amount of use proposed in their
application, minus allowable proposed
deductions, times 3%. First time applicants
should make pre-season payments based on total
estimated season use. If deductions are
proposed, applicants must submit a completed
Optional User Fee Worksheet (see Appendix).
Additional fees may be charged for grazing of
saddle and pack stock. Multi-year permittees
normally make pre-season use fee payments
equal to their previous year’s final total season
payments.

At the Field Manager’s discretion, applicants
whose projected use fees exceed $1,000 may
make periodic advance payments instead of one
lump sum pre-season payment. Contact the
managing BLM Field Office for details.

COMPETITIVE FEES: A minimum fee of
$90 or $4.00 per user day or 3% of gross
receipts, whichever is greater.

ORGANIZED GROUP ACTIVITIES AND
EVENT FEES: A minimum fee of $90 or
$4.00 per user day, whichever is greater.

PAYMENT OF USE FEES

A payment reflecting estimated use will be
required prior to use. The fee will be adjusted,
based on actual use, after use is completed.

COST RECOVERY

Cost recovery is a charge based upon the actual
personnel, vehicle, travel and materials costs
required to issue, administer and monitor the
SRP.

BLM has been directed to recover costs of
processing and administering SRPs. At the
discretion of the issuing Field Office, additional
charges may be levied to cover these costs.
These costs may be greater for new permits and
for substantial changes to existing permits.
Because these charges are administrative, they
will be in addition to any normal use fees
incurred. Authorized officers will notify
affected permit applicants or permit renewals of
these charges in writing within 30 days of
receiving applications or the intent to renew.

50-hour Threshold

While the above is discretionary, BLM policy
makes cost recovery mandatory for all
administrative work that involves 50 or more
hours to complete, beginning with the first hour.

For commercial users, cost recovery charges are
in addition to fees ($90 or 3%). For competitive
or organized group permits which exceed the 50
hour threshold, cost recovery will be charged in
addition to the fee schedule unless anticipated
fees exceed the cost recovery charge. In that
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case, use fees will be charged rather than cost
recovery. When cost recovery is necessary, the
authorized officer shall notify the applicant of
potential charges in writing with in 30 days of
receipt of the application.

Other Fees Associated with SRPs

1. Assigned site fees of $180 are in addition to
the recreation fee schedule. Assigned sites for
commercial use do not preclude public use.

2. Exclusive use fee. The authorized officer
may determine that to protect public health or
safety or to eliminate user and resource
conflicts, permittees may require exclusive
recreation use of a site to conduct their activity.
The exclusive use fee is established by the State
Director.

3. Grazing fees may be charged for livestock
grazing or trailing associated with a SRP and
will be calculated based on the grazing fee
formula in effect at the time the SRP is issued.

REPORTING

The Post Use Report is due within 30 days of
the last day of permitted use or date established
on permit. At the close of season, actual use
fees will be determined from the Post Use
Report. (However, to save time and money, you
have the option to compute what you may owe
and send it in with your post use report).
Permittees who have overpaid must request a
refund or overpayment will be automatically
credited to next year’s fees. Permittees who
have underpaid will be billed for the account
balance. Final payments are due within 30 days
of the date of BLM’s final billing, which cannot
be issued until the Post Use Report is received.
Failure to meet these deadlines will result in
remedial action against the permittee, (late
fees, probation, suspension, or revocation).

Deductions and discounts may be allowed and
must be approved in advance. Certain
transportation and lodging costs may be
deductible. These must be incurred before
arrival at the beginning of a trip and after
departure at the end of a trip from permittee’s
headquarters or the local community. Costs
incurred between the permittee’s headquarters or
local community and public lands and costs

incurred during the permitted activity, whether
on or off public lands, do not qualify.

Upland outfitters may qualify for additional
discounts based on time spent off public lands
during the permitted activity.

PAYMENT OF USE FEES

A payment reflecting estimated use is required
prior to authorization for use. The fee will be
adjusted based on use as documented in the Post
Use Report.


